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His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterba- 
ry's Letter to the Right Reverend tbe Lords, 


Piſhops of bis Province. 


To the Righe Reverend the Lord Bishop 


of Exeter. 


Reverend Brother, 
SSS2% Y Writing to You and the reſt of our 
M |* 


3% ſenſible growth of Vice and Prophanenels 


inthe corrupt praCtices of particular perſons ; but alſo in 


Brethren at this time, is occaſion'd by a 


1 


| 


| 


: 


. 
: 


$S$ÞSX%| in the Nation: which, to the great At- ' 
FO — fliction of all good Men, appears not only 


the Endeavours that are os to ſubvert the general Prin» | 


ciples of our holy Religion. And this with a boldneſs and 
.opennels, far beyond the examples of paſt times ; fo that 
if, a ſpeedy ſtop be not put to ſuch National Provocations, 
we have juſt cauſe to fear they may bring down the hea» 


vieſt Judgments of God upon Us ; The preventing where- | 


.of belongs more immediately to us, who are the Aini- : 


ſters of Chriſt ; and as ſuch, are obliged to the ntmoſt 
care and watchfulneſs in oppofing theſe dnſtruments of Sa- 
tan, 1584 

I doubt not, but many of the Parochral Clergy are 
ſufficiently ſenſible both of their own duty and the dan- 
ger we are in: In the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and other Places, I am ſure the good Effects of their 
Diligence have been very evident of lace Years. But in 
lome Parts that are more remote, all of them may not fo 


well underſtand either the Arts or the Induſtry of theſe E- 


- nies of Religion : And therefore I thought ic a Durvie... 
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\ cumbent on the Station wherein Providence has plac'd me 


-.in the conduct of their. Lives to conſider whar is lawb* 


co defire.of You and the reſt of our Brethren, to warn the 
Clergy under your Care, of theſe attempts againſt Religi- 
on and Virtue; and to excite them to a Diligence pro- 
portionable to the Danger ; and to ſuggeſt tro them ſuch 
Methods asare moſtlikely to work a General Reformation. 

With this requeſt, I ſend You ſuch Particulars as, in 


; my Opinion, are very neceſſary to be preſſed upon your 
; Clergy for the ztraining ſo deſirable an End. As, 


|. That in their own Lives, and the Government of 
their own, Famylics, they would make themſelves Exam- 
ples of alob:r and regular Converſation. It is the Apo- 
{tes Realoning, If a, Man know not how to rule his own houſe 


' (and much more his own Life and Actions) how Jhall he take 


care of the Church of God The true method of working a 
Reformation abroad,is to lay the foundation at home : which 
alone can give our Reproofs a juft Weight and Authority : 
bur till that is done, no Exbortations, whether in publick 


' or private, can cither be offered with decency, or received 


with reverence, 


If. To Piety, they ſhould add Prudence in all their A- 


; Riions and Behaviour : which even in. Private Chriſtians is 
' 4 great Oraament to Religion ; but in Publick Teachers is 


a moſt neceſſary qualification for the due diſcharge: of 
their Miniſtry. A. Mildneſs of temper, with a Gravity and 
Calmneſs in their Converſation, will not fail to gain-thema 7 
general Love and Eſteem among their Neighbours: and a 
diſcreet Caution in their Words and Adjons, will preſerve 
them from thoſe little Imprudences that are ſomerzmes lo 
ſenſible an Obſtruction to the good Endeavours of well- 
meaning Men.Perſons in Holy Orders are not only bound, 
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unlawful in it ſelf, but alſo what is decent or indecent in 
Them, with reſpect te their Charafer and Fundtion : Ab- 
ſtaining from all a Tz of evil ; and giving no Offence in 
any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 

"11 While Our Enemies are lo very induſtrious in ſeeking 
our Objections againſt the Chriſtian Religion ; ir becomes 
the Clergy (who are ſet apart for the Vindication of it) to 
be no lels diligent in their Preparations for its Defence : By 
acquainting themſelves thorowly with the rational grounds 
of Chriſtianity, and the true State of ſuch Points as are the 
Subjects of our preſent Controverſies ; together with the 
Objections which are uſually made by our Adverſaries of 
all 4 and the Effeftual Anſwers that have been retur- 
ned to them by ſo many Eminent Writers of our own 
Church: That ſo they may be ready, on all occaſions, 
to do Juſtice and Honour to our Religion ; and be able 
ro-expole the folly and ignorance of hab Gain-ſayi ing 
Men. The Cauſe which God has pur into our hands, 1s 
undoubtedly good ; bur the beſt cauſe may ſuffer by the 
weakneſs of its Advocate : and when this happens in the 
matter of Religion, it gives the Adverſary an occaſion of 
Triumph,and is apr to ſtagger the Faith even of fincereand 
unprejudic'd Chriſtians, 

LV. It were to be wiſht,that the Clergy of every Neigh= 
bourhood, would a _ upon frequent Meetings, to cone 
ſulr for the good of Religion in general, and to adviſe 
with one another about any dithculties that may happen 
in their particular Cures. By what Methods any Evil Cue 
ſtom may moſt eaſily be broken ; How a Sinner may be 
molt eftectually reclaimed ; and (in general) How each 
of them in their ſeveral circumſtances may contribute 
moſt to the advancement of Religion. Such Conſultations 


* thele, belides the mutual benefit of advice and inſtru- 
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' Ron, will be a natural means to excite the zeal of ſome, 
| to reduce the over-eagernels of others to a due temper, 
' and to provoke All to a Religious Emulation in the im- 
; provement of Piety and Order within their reſpective Pa- 
riſhes.And Theſe M-etings might ſtill be made a greater 
| advantage to the Clergy in carrying on the Reformation 
of Mens Lives and Manners, by inviting the Church-War- 
| deps of their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other pious Perſons a- 
| njong the Laity, to joyn with them in the Execution of the 
moſt probable methods that can be ſuggeſted for thoſe 
| good Ends. And we may very reaſonably expect the ha 
| Ffeects of ſuch a concurrence, from the Viſible Succeſs of 
' that Noble Zeal wherewith-ſo nity abour the great Ci- 
tres in my Neighbourhood, do promote true Piety, and a 
| Reformation of Manners. And therefore I defire you thar 
| you will particularly excite your Clergy to the procuring 
| ach aſfiſtances as theſe, for the more effectual diſcharge 
' of their own duty. 
; V. Ic would very much further and facilitate all their 
' Endeavours of this kind, to gain over the perſons who 
"have the greateſt Eſteem and Authority in their Pariſhes, to a 
| hearty concern for the honour of God and Religion : fre- 
; quently ſuggeſting to them the Obligation that God has 
| laid upon them to be Ezamples to others ; and the grear 
| good that it is in their power to do, by ſetting a Pattern 
+ of regular living, and the unſpeakable miſchief of their 
| irregular behaviour. For if once the better Sort can: be 
brought to ſuch a Serioulneſs and Sobricty, the reſt will 
| more eaſily follow; Example being the moſt powerful In- 
' ſtruction ; and Experience teaching us that ſhame and fear, 
! whichariſe fromthe Authority of ſuch good Patterns, are com- 
| monly the moſt effectual reſtraints upon the meaner ſorr. 
' VI. Whereany Perſon is obſtinate in his Vices, and p=+ 
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to be reclaimedeicher by Teaching or Ezample,by Ezhorta- 
tion or Reproof ; the Ordinary ought to be informed of ir, 
that he may proceed to reclaim lock by Ecclejtaſtical Cen- 

ures : and where thoſe are like to prove ineffectual,che Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate muſt be applied te;,and deſired to proceed a- 
ainſt them according to the Laws ir thole Cales provided. 
Which Information and Regweſt, eſpecially in the Caſe of 
{ch incorrigible Offendets, can be-mad2 by none fo pro- 
perly as by the Clergy ; who mny befc be ſuppoſed ro-uns 
derfrand the necellity there is of having recourſe to . the 
Civil Magiſtrate. And ſince our Law-givers have Enacted 
theſe temporal Puniſhments, on purpole to -ailift us in the 
diſcharge of 'our: Miniſtry ; it woukd be a great failing in 
us, not to make ule of them when all other Methods have 
been tried to little or no Effect. 

VIREvery Pio: Perſon of the Laity, ſhould, if need be, 
be put in mind by the Clergy, that he ought co think him- 
ſelf obliged to uſe his beſt endeavours to have ſuch Offen- 
ders puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate, as can no-otherwile 
be amended. And that when he hears his Neighbour 
ſwear or blaſpheme the Name ! Gou, or ſees him off-nd n 
drunkenneſs or prophanation of the Lord's Day, he ought.nor 
ro neglect to give the Magiſtrate Notice ot 4c : la tuch a. 
Cale to be called an-nformer, will be ſo. tar from-making | 
any Man Odious in the Judgment of Sober Pcrlons, that it | 
will tend to his honour, when he makes: it appear by his 
anblamable behaviour, and the care he t2kes of Himpelf: 

and his own Family, that he doth'it pureiy tor the G/5ry of 
Go, and the Good of bis Brethren, Such wilt d.ſpole:h 
Perſons as are reſolved upon this, ſhou'd be enco.iraged to 
meet as ofe as they can, and tacon{uit how they may moſt 
diſcreetly an{ effefFually manage It in the places wheve 
thaw lie; « 
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VL. As in reforming the Laity, they ought to ule' the * 
Aſſiſcance of the Civil Magiſtrate ; io if any of their own 
Brethren be an irregular Liver, and cannot be reclaimed 
by brotherly Admonition, the nerghborring Clergy ſhould 
be: ſtrictly enjoyned to make it known to their Dicceſan, 
either by themſelves or the Archdeacon, or by ſome other 
convenient way.That ſo the Offender may be Admoniſht 
to live ſuitably to his Character ; and if a bare Admoniti- 
on will not do, he may be proceeded againſt by Eccleſta- 
ſtical Cenſures ; for the preventing luch Scandals and Miſ- 
chiefs, as will always accompany the irregular Life of a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

IX. And whereas the Foundations of+ Piety and Mora- 
lity are belt laid at the beginning, in the Religious Educa- 
tion of Chilchen; I cannot but wiſh that every one of the 
Parochial Clergy would be very diligent i Catechi/mmg the 
Children under their Care ; and nor only fo, but in cal- 
ling upon them afterwards, as they grow up, to give ſuch 
further Accounts of their Religion, as may be expected 
from a riper Age. That being thus carctully inſtructed 
in the Faith and Duty of a Chriſtian, they alſo may teach 
their Children rhe ſame; and fo Pity, Virtue, and. Good- 
neſs, may forever flouriſhinour Church and Nation. 

Theſe Directions with ſuch others of the ſame nature as 
will occur to you, I delire may. be Tranſmitted by you 
ro the Clergy of your Diaeceſe; for the Religious Go- 
yernment pee "co and their People, in theſe dange- 
rous Times. So commending you and them to theBleſ- 


ſing of God, I reſt 


Lambeth, April Your AfﬀeCFionate Brother 


4th, 1699. 
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To tbe Reverend the Arch-Deacon of © 


Exeter. 


Reverend Brother, 


Aving lately receiv d a Letter from my Lord's 
Grace of Canterbury, with orders, that it ſhould 
be commuticated; to the 'Clergy of 'my Dioceſe , I have 
herewith ſent you. as many Copies as will anſwer the num- 
ber of the Incumbents in your Arch-Deaconry, that they 
may-be carcfully directed to them, according ro your uſit- 
al manner. = 
1 ſuppoſe His Grace cannot but beheve, that we the Bi- 
ſhops, and you in your Viſtations, have preſs'd moſt of 
heb Diciven our Clergy already ; I am fure 1} have le- 
veral times, but the great and daily encreaſe of Prophane- 
neſs and Irreligion, making thoſe Counſels now fo highly 
neceſſary becaule ſo ſeaſanable,. it isto be hop'd, that where 
our Advices may prove ineffeftual, His Grace's great Au- 
thority ſupervening, wall be rn prevalent. 
 It-is{evigent} the Evils of thele Times make all Reme- 
dies requiſite, and call for all the joint Endeavours of the 
Clergy, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 0, he a Check 
corhem.—Andermlyitthe Civil Magiſtrate (4wemay ec 4 
| ; ) will, when apply'd ro, ana -/ 
deſired, as readi (his Aſſiſtance in Aid co our Duries,/ /</ 
tho' then we may expe much better effects by ſuch a,34 
kindneſs, ,Y cr js. is to; beefear'd,. reyca thele. joint Endeir /{ 
VOurs will nor, do. For, 'till ſome cffeatial Nap\be-pur - 
*to the prevalency of ſo many Horrid and Blaſphemous\Po- 
ſitions, daily obtaining among us by having their Looſnels 
autboritatively 
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authoritat;vely cenſured, and their Abertors judicially pu- 
niſh'd, we may juſtly. apprehend by. cheic_nacifal. tendency; 
that theſe villainous Opinionis, not only deſtrutive of the 
Fundamental myſteries of Chriſtianity, But! the" very noti- 
ons of a God, and conſequently ahe conſcientious ties of 
Obedience to Gowvernours, will .inſenſibly deltroy the. true 
Worſhip of God, and true Allegiance ro the King and Go- | 
vernment, and even the.Senfſe of common Goodneſs and | 
Iiacnels: dye to,cachorher. 1929. 10 9951) g | 
-- Pit Kt-being in the Powerof/the Clergy only: to. wiſh | 
{or-luch'an; Amendment; not to amend it our felves ;- ler | 
us be: lure go: do, in our 14ſpetfirve Sabordinations, all our 
Duciesz you -in 'duperſing;rchele Orders for: the Clergy's | 
Sanz , and by aſſuring them, that where I find-them 
not carctully-dbſerv'd, 'Ewill ſevercly Puniſh che neglect in 
my. next” Viſiration,, which, by/ God's Blefling, 1 intend 
this SumMmmer;; Incthe;ngganuwhile, and! for:ever, Trecoms 
wend-yort to, God's Love and/ProteQtion. ©14 am:: 112 16497 
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